Is there Hope?

Have you ever struggled with finances?  Most likely you have, but even if you haven’t you should know that almost everyone struggles with financial matters at one time or another.  Unfortunately, most people today receive little training on how to handle money properly and how to make good financial decisions.  Especially in our Western Culture, this leads to trouble (unpaid bills, high debt, and even bankruptcy).  Many turn to the advice of secular “experts” that claim they will help you “get out of debt fast”, not realizing that these experts are business people that are in business to make money.  Some may be good people with good intentions, but understand that their solution to your financial problem is for you to pay them to give you advice on how to consolidate debt, pay down credit cards, and live within your means.  You should realize that this advice is often not very profound, it is not based on God’s principles, and (not surprisingly) it is not very effective.  Financial advising has become a big business, and, like many things that make for big business, what you pay for will not solve you problem or help you draw closer to God.  

So, is there hope?  Absolutely, yes…and you won’t have to pay for advice.  It’s given to you freely in the Bible.  Jesus said, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32). 

The bible contains about 500 verses on prayer and a little less than 500 verses on faith, yet over 2,350 verses that address in very practical, specific ways how to earn, save, spend, invest and give money. Two-thirds of the parables deal with money. The Bible has more to say about money than heaven and hell combined, even more to say about money than salvation. The Bible has more to say about money than any other subject - except love. 

Biblical financial principles applied yesterday, they apply today, and they will apply tomorrow. God’s principles apply if you have a little or a lot, if you are single or married, if you are young or young-at-heart. 

Included on the following pages are several scripture references that you can use to help you walk closer to God.  Each of these verses can be a help in certain financial situations.  Read them, study them, memorize them.  Most importantly, however, live them!  Following God’s way is the key to living a successful life.  Remember what God said in Matthew 6:33 – “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”  This was said by Jesus specifically in relation to people’s anxiety over financial and material concerns.
The following list of scriptures is not exhaustive.  The Bible has much more to say about finances.  You are encouraged to look these up, however, and get a general sense of how God expects us to deal with financial matters.  Our class will help you put the pieces together and develop a plan that will change your life.

Biblical Scriptures

	Borrowing 

Ex. 22:14; Deut. 15:1-11; Ps. 37:21; Prov. 3:27-28, 22:7; Matt. 5:25-26, 5:40, 18:23-35; Luke12:58-59
	Children 

Ps. 127:3; Prov. 1:8. 6:20, 10:1, 13:1, 15:5, 15:20, 17:25, 19:18, 22:6, 23:13, 23:22, 29:15, 29:17; Eph. 6:4

	Contentment 

Ps. 119:14, 119:57, 119:72; Prov. 3:13, 8:18-21, 10:22; Matt. 20:1-16; Phil. 4:11-14; Col. 3:2; 1 Thess. 5:18; 1 Tim. 3:3, 6:6-9: 1 John 2:15
	Cosigning 

Prov. 6:1, 11:15, 17:18, 19:19, 20:16. 22:26-27

	Counsel 

Prov. 12:5, 12:15, 13:20, 14:7, 14:15, 15:22, 19:20, 24:6, 27:9
	Dishonesty 

Ex. 22:9, 23:8; Lev. 6:1-2; Deut. 27:17-19; Ps. 15:5, 37:37, 62:10, 119:113; Prov. 2:15, 10:10, 11:1, 11:18, 11:20, 13:25, 15:27, 16:30, 17:8, 17:23, 20:10, 20:14, 22:28, 23:10, 23:10, 24:8; Jer. 9:4; Luke 16:1-9

	Ego 

Ps. 75:4, 107:40; Prov. 11:2, 12:9, 15:25, 16:18-19, 18:12, 18:23, 19:1, 28:11, 28:25, 29:23, 30:7-8; Jer. 9:23, 22:21; Matt. 19:27, 23:12; Luke 14:11; Phil. 2:3; 1Tim. 6:17; James 5:1-5
	Envy 

Ps. 73:2; Prov. 23:17, 24:19; Matt:1-16

	Excellence 

Prov. 18:9, 22:29; Col. 3:17; 1 Pet. 4:11
	Greed 

Prov. 21:17, 22:16, 23:6-7; Ecc. 2:10, 4:8, 5:10, 5:13; Jer. 8:10; Amos 5:11; Mat. 6:19, 6:24, 19:23, 23:14, 25:45; Luke 12:13-15, 12:16-20, 16:14, 16:19-21; Acts 5:1-10; Eph. 5:5; 1 Tin. 6:10; 2 Tim, 3:2; Titus 1:11; Heb. 13:5; James 3:14-16, 4:3

	Honesty 

Deut. 25:14-15; Ps. 112:1-3; Prov. 10:3, 10:9, 13:5, 13:21, 15:6, 16:11, 20:7, 22:4, 24:16, 28:6, 28:18; Luke 16:10-14, 19:8
	Inheritance 

Prov. 20:21; Ecc. 2:21, 6:3

	Investing 

Ps. 62:10, 127:2; Pr. 11:28,17:12, 21:5, 23:4-5, 28:20-22; Matt. 25:14-30; Luke 19:12-26
	Laziness 

Prov. 12:27, 13:4, 14:4, 19:15, 19:24, 20:4, 21:25, 22:13, 24:30, 26:13

	Lending 

Ex. 22:25-26; Deut. 23:19-20, 24:10; Neh. 5-7, 5:10; Ps. 15:5, 37:26; Prov.28:8; Ez. 18:8; Luke 6:34-35, 7:41
	Planning 

Prov. 16:1, 16:3, 16:8, 19:21, 20:5, 28:18, 24:3, 24:27, 27:1, 27:12, 27:23; Luke 14:28-30; Eph. 4:14

	Retirement 
Prov. 16:31, 20:29; Ps. 37:25
	Saving 

Prov. 6:6-10, 21:20; Ps. 37:25; Matt. 6:19-20

	Sharing 

Ex.16:18-20; Ps. 72; Prov. 11:24, 14:21, 21:13, 22:9, 28:27; Matt. 5:42, 6:3, 10:42, 13:12, 24:45, 25:40; Mark 12:41-44; Luke 6:38, 10:35; Acts 2:45, 4:32; Rom. 10:15, 12:13; Cor. 9:7-11, 9:14, 16:1-2; 2 Cor 8:8-15, 9:6-13; Gal. 6:6; 1 Tim. 5:3, 5:8; 2 Tim. 2:4-6; James 2:15-16; 1 John 3:17; 3 John 6-7
	Suing 

Luke 6:30-36; 1 Cor. 6:1-7

	Taxes 

Matt. 17:24-25; Mark 12:14; Luke 20:22-25; Rom. 13:6-7
	Tithe 

Gen. 14:20; Ex. 25:1 30:14-15, 34:19; Lev, 27:30-34; Deut. 12:6, 12:17, 14:22-29, 18:1-4, 26:12; 2 Kings 12:16; 2 Chron. 31:4-6, 31:12; Neh. 10:32, 10:35-39, 13:12; Prov. 3:9; Isa. 66:20; Mal. 3:8-10; Matt. 5:23, 23:23; Luke 11:42; Heb. 7:1-10

	Trust 

Ps. 37; Jer. 17:7-8; Matt. 10:9, 16:24, 10:21; Mark 4:24, 6:9, 8:34; Luke 9:59-60, 10:4, 11:13, 14:33, 18:29, 22:35-36, Phil. 4:19
	Wives 

Prov. 12:4, 31:10-16; 1 Cor. 11:3

	Work 

Deut. 24:14-15; Prov 6:6-10, 10:4-5, 12:11, 12:24, 14:23, 16:26, 28:19; Eph. 4:28
	Worry 

Ps. 50:14-15; Prov. 12:25; Matt. 6:27-34; Phil. 4:6; 1 John 4:18


